NHL player visits native St. Lawrence

BY DON TURPIN
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After a victory. Lavrenians
always celebrate: but this past
waek it wasa't soceer, il was acel-
ebration 1o weleome home NHL
hockey plaver Mark Fuzpainck.

He weas visiting his mother and
his now jetired Tather, who have
taken up residence in their home
tvwn of S0 Lawrence, alter liv-
ing away on lhe mainland for many
VEdrs.

Mark, now 32 vears old, left St.
Lawrence when he was nine, with
his parcnts [ellowing afier the
close down of Alcan Fluorspar
Minesin 1977, They wenl 1o Kin-
mat, Brittsh {olumaie, whare his
father oblaired emplovment with

the Aluninum Company of Cani-
da.

Mark's father, Gerald. better
known (o people in the soccer cir-
cles as ‘Moose Fitrparick™. was
an authoriy soccer plaver with
the older 5. Lawrence Lauren-
nans, His wite, Violet, is e daugh-
ter of Millie and Levi Pike St
Lawrence, They wers more than
pleased as well to greet as well
their five-vear-old grand-dangh-
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Mark was officizllv welcomed
heme July 8 with a big bash at
Laurcentian Place which was spon-
sored by the 51 Lawrenee Lau-
renlians Soccer Assoralion.

Mark arrived in time o wel-
come the Laureniians ean as they
armived home afier winning both

their games dunng the weekend
plaved on the Avalon Penirsula,
Some members of the team are
friends of his, whom he played
with inthe many indoor Aoor hock-
ey games at the 51 Lawrence
Recreational Centie beloae he left
for the mainland. He said he was
keptup o date on all their soccer
activitiesthrough the St Lawrence
Web Sne and the Soathermn Gazette,

The | arentian Place was filled
tocapeciy with voung and old as
he spoke for about half an hour,
He recounted many stories that
occurred during his | 2-vear career,
plaving as a goalie in the Nation-
al Hockey League.

He vividly remembered when
he broke into the NHL, when he
was called up to play for the Los

Angles Kings. This plaver came
over, palted him on the hack and
said "Come along sonny: you're
staying with me’. He was even
more shocked when he went out-
side aid god o a big Rolls Rovee.
The playar was none other than
the Grea: One. Wavne Gretzky!
“He was a greal menlor 1o me,
which gave mie a great star in my
hockey career and we both becume
good Friends.” saxd Mr. Fitzpatrick.
In his hockey career Ire playad
with NHL teams New York
Islanders, Caroling Hurricanes,
Chicage Black Hawks, Flonda
Panthers and Tampa Bay Light-
ning.
He is now retired feone 1he NHL
amd laving with s wifeand jfam-
ily in Flonda.



